NEW SOUTH WALES.
Segislative Assembly,

MINUTES OF EVIDENCE

TAKEN BEFORE
THE SELECT COMMITTEE

o THE

«LECTRIC TELEGRAPH.

TUESDAY, 2 DECEMBER, 1856.

Present :—
Mr. COWPER, R. HAY,
Mr. FAUCETT, | M. MACARTHUR,
Mz. PARKES.
HENRY PARKES, EsquE, v THE CHAIR.
Tdward J. Spence, Tsquire, called in and examined i—
1. By the Ohairman: You arived in tl\e Colony in connexion with one of tho gvld
companies?  Yes, the Colonial Gold Company.
2. How long ago?  About five yea 2 Dec., 1856.
3. Have you PR e e enterprise ever since your arrival ?
Entirel;
fh o ey
Telegraph in this Colory ?
months past;
5. Will you have the kindness to state what circumstances fist dirccted your attention to
the subjeet? Tt was in. consequence of a visit to Melbourne, where I hecame acquainted
with Mr. McGowan, the Superintendent of Tdengtpl\s in Victoria, and also with a gentleman
who has been the importer of all the material used in the construction of the Victorian
Tines of telegraph.
. When was that? Some six or eight months back.
7. Fad you any previous acquaintance with the working of Telographs before you left
Tngland? None, except from ordinary observation.
8. Tately you have been making some to test the practicability of i
a line of telegraph-between Sydney and Melbourne, with the view of, in_some manner,
engaging in it yourself? T hiave recently travelled over the whole ground, being desirous to
ascertain if it were practicable to_construct it at any moderate cost, and T entertained the
of undertaking the construction, if 1 could see any advantage in doing so.
9. When did you leave Sydney on this excursion? On the 10th October last.
10. Up to that time Ind you taken any particular snep« with a view to the same object?
Only making ordinary iniuiries, and ascortaining what had been done in other colonics. 1
dl'\d frequent mm'zvm\w with Mr. McGowan, and Calso with Mr. Todd, the representative of
‘the South Australian Gowmment, on this subject, when he came over to Melbourne.
11. And also with gentlemen in Sydne) Yes.
12. All prior to leaving for \I«.lbournc in October ?
13. Will you have the kindness to stato to the Committeo what course you took, and the
result generally of your e‘(peucnce in'making this overland journey to Melbourne? Tho
course we took was along the post line of road, through Camden, Goulburn, Yass, Gundagai,
and to Albury.
14. Who accompanied you? Mr. Saul Samuel and Mr. Lecapleine.
15. Did those gentlemen proceed with you with a view to embarking in_the undertaking
with you if circumstances warranted you in so doing? I beliove that was their object.
They felt the same interest in the matter as I did myself.
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7 g 16, Mr Leosplein was sn Bnginor?. Ho yas o Oivil Enginer of oxperience in England,

id you cross the Murray and proceed to Melbourno? We crossed the Murray, and
mcccdod in the frst insanco to Lendigo along the Jine of aoad ot supposed. the
the Victorian Government; and afterwards we took another

route to Melbourne bv my of Kilmore, instead of tho usual lino by way of Castlomaine.
18, Did you sco any indications of stops being taken on tho part of the Victorian Govern-
ment {0 comsirutthe Telograph o Al About,one mile on the other side of the
\I\mav we met the suryeyor, who was marking A fixing tho sites for the posts.
b‘

B8

. Couper : Have you notheard whother the Vietorian Government have not
entemd cither actually or conditionally into a contract for carr he Electric Telegraph
ar as Albury? The contract Lias not et been entered into. riginally thought
of has been abandoned.  They first intended to have connected the Jine from Sandhurst with
the Murray by following a cross country oute, but now they intond to bring it direct from
Melbourne by way of Kilmore and the MIvor Diggings to the Murray. ‘The tenders will
B calle fo this month, with  view 0 open them i Junuary,afe the Victoian Parlisment
shall have decided on tho money
20, Then the subject s yet to be brmlg]n under tho consderston of the Vistrian Pur
Jiament by the Government of the Colony ? s far as the money question is concerned ;
Tt AT 5 00 S o e PESROR T i e AL e o ot
not opened till then. That is all that has heen yet done.

21 By tle Cluiman : Will sou lave the Xinduess o stais to the Comnitiee what
impression you and your friends hay o to as to the best means of constructing the
Blectric Telegraph fo Albury on our s\(lo’ Tt it 35 to b constructed ut any moderate cost,
T think it will be nec ary, in many. to make use of the forest trees. There is a
great, difficulty in obtaining timber for posts for a very largo poportion of (o distancs, and
the ground is also exceedingly hard in many places. Thero are greater diffioulties in this
espect on Llni side the Murray than there are on the other.

2. k that to malke use of the trees would be a botter and more cconomical course
e cmotmg posts? Tt will cortainly bo more coonomical, and I helicve it will be equally
efficient in every respect.
28. Does the fuce of the country offor any serious natural impediments to the operation?
Ther is no serious impediment to carrying out the work, but the dificulty is in obtuining
suitable timbor for posts. It would have to he conveyed  considorablo distance through
bush, if posts were used along the whole line of road.
24. But in the event of the trees being used that dlﬂic\\!ty \vuuld not exist? N
95, IF you undertook the construotion of the line, would you oarry it along o o line of
r0ad? ~ As near as possible. ght deviations nngl\L Bl
be saved, or to take advantage of facilities offered by trees.
6. What do you supposo the expense would be of constructing a line from hero to Albury?
T think, you havo before you an estimate of Mr. M-Gowan's, in Victoria. I think I recognize
the paper. My opinion is that his estimate would be too low, unless you adopted the forest
trees.
21, Lo sn estimato ot but T do ot kow whethe ivis Mr, M Goan'sornot, i vhich
the cost s sot down at £85 2 mile from Melbourne to Sydney. The estimate is put

600 miles of line at £85 per mile 0

., for ten' stati 1,000
Ofice farniture and fittings . 1000 0 0
Conti i 0

L......£55,000 0 0

‘What is your opinion as to that Estimate? T do not think you would effect any saving over
that estimate, even if you used the forest trees instead of posts, between Sydney and Albury.
8. How many miles is it to Albury?  The post makes it 367 miles from Sydney to Albur
T do not know whether it has heen measure

29. Can you state any facts, that are vithin your monemun, of the result on the longest
establishéd lines of Electric’ Telegraph, in Teli e Geelong line Is romu:
nerative.  Mr. MeGowan's impression is. that the h.m will pay. I believe you
estimate before you in which he calculates that 12 per cent. should be mmcd pm aunum,
besides leaving & surplus to meot contingencies, and I have the opinion of some gentlemen
e e e e

30. The abstr mcclslateme\lc of Mr. M<Gowan gives this resnlb

arly revenue for the ‘messages... £19,500 0 0
Slvies and working ospenscs {0y 1LG2L 00
Dividend at 12 per cent., on £55,000 L6600 0 0
Smpl\lsfund = 1576 0 0

This estimate, T presume, has been present to your mind for sometime—you have often thought
it over? Yes; 1 have been aware of it for some time.

31. From your consideration of the subject and your knowledge of the Colony, extending as
it has doné over five years, do you think this estimate would be borne out if the line yero
constructed ? I dare hardly venture to express an opinion on that point, because I have not
Teen engaged in mercantilo matters here, and it is entirely a question as to the number of
messages {0 be transmitted.

T mercly desired to know whethor you had formed an opinion? My opinion was
favorable to the estimate, because T have taken the opinion of mercantile men” who seem to
think he has not overrated the number of ‘essages.

33.
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33. This is his estimate of the revenue

Tty messages, daily, hetween Melbourno and Sydney, at 8s... £22°10° 0

Pifty = = Sydney and Melbourne, 5, ... 22 10 0
Tyenty »  Melbownemd Becchworth,atds. 5 0 0
Twenty »  Becchworthand Melbourne, 50 0
Tyenty 5 Sydncy and Becchworth, 5 5 0 0
Twenty »  Beechvorth and Sydney, 5 0 0

al daily revenue......
Lhaliers thisis ony an esimbl of e supposes would be done,
communications in connexion with the Press, which would form no incon-
Eilar 1SSt 7 T Walityobof iore: i uithor Gty oW T4V sl oMb et the
intermediate stations along the line are not put down. I conclude that thero will be soveral
stations hvt\vcnu Sy dncy and Albury, as there will be also between Melbnmnc and Beechworth.
34, As to the working expenses a5 they are estimated here T beliove they aro
ample as L

85. L will just enumerate them ¢

a

co

Travdling expenises of do. ..

T smmn A\l-asters, at €450

Bight

P L e

Five Lincmen, at £200 .

TFour Messengers, at £100 ... 40
Eight Me at £78 62:
Expenses of maintenaiice and 1epairs 0 106, --se-eer 1,000
Rent of offices

Lights, fucl, at:.\(iunel Y, &oi. .

Total....

Mhis estimate you have seen? T Have,

36. You think it is quite amplo? Ves, T thought tho rent of offces was rather in excess.
Wi are (bt Toncret clon romeaa 115 Gaiis 7 Rlos 0" Fivorsb: tho Tino:potmeon
thc different sm{mns, 0 seo whether there be anything imperfect.

n the eve this’ upon the ion of a line of Electric
Mcmyh betien Sydney and Albury, are you aware whether any persons would b ready
to come forward to tonder for its construction at once? 1 believe there would, immediately.
507 Vo ars o st o o persons who have already turned theii attention to it?
Yes, T am avare that persons in this Colony have done so, and there aro likewise contractors
in the other Colony who would most probably tender.

40. Then I gather from you, that, having carefully gonc over the ground with a view to this
partieular work, you are of opinion that the line could bo constructed within the cstimato
given here, or, atall events, for something under £100 a mile? Tt certainly could be, pro-
vided you modified the specification to tho extent of using the growing trees, where practicable,
instead of poles; but if the contractor were obliged to obtain poles of certain dimensions, and
to undertake to perform every thing under the terms of the contract as in the printed forms, T
question SHoUkior 1 sou1d be done for tho moncy. Tt you ndopc a line of forest trces there
might be a considerable saving on that cstimate of £100 a mile.

41 T what time could the line be constructed from here to the 1 ‘h\\la,y’ If it were com-
menced during the summer season, so as not to be interfered with by floods or bad weather,
and carried along a line of trees, it might take six month; but lf)o\ decide upon having
posts, it would require nearly twelve months to com

42, Aro you aware whether the necessary material could be obtained in Victoria? T could
obtain the whole material within one week, instruments and all.

43. Would there be much difficulty in getting persons to take charge of it? I put that
question to Mr. MeGowan, and he replied that he could supply men who have been educated,
in fact, under his own eye.

Then you think that a line of Telegraph could be constructed by the middle of next year
fmm Sydney to the umm, in a state of complete efficiency as to superintendence and fully
at work, for a ing under the rate of £100 a m|lc7 I fully believe it, if you
adopt tho forest trees e e posts stipulated for in the printed specifications.

45. Or, in other words, it might be constructed the \whole lcngth of the line to Melbourne
for £65,0007  Very nearly so.

46. During your connoxion with the Colonial Gold Company, you were resident: in the
western distriets? Principally.

47, Would an Electrio Telograph be of any substantial advantage from here to Bathurst? I
think if it he once started in the Colony it will be required by all the principal towns.
There is no question as to the advantages that would result from it.

Do you think that an Electric Telegraph from here to Bathurst would be remunerative in
the course of two or threo years, from your knowledge of the growing importance of that
dhmczv T believe it mlghL be.

3y Jr. Cowper : According to your idea, a considurable additional income would be
mhscd by the comnunication to Goulburn? Yes. I believe two or three stations might
e made remunerative on that line, the distance being so considerable.
50. The estimates quoted by Mr. Parkes allude only to Sydney and Beechworth, but there
are Goulburn, Yass, and other places where stations might be established? Precisely. T
think you might have several stations along the line of road. i

0.
37.
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£, Spocs 51. Have you made up your mind as to the points where those stations should be fixed? T
could only suggest them. I presume you would require one at Parramatta, and all the

PM important Railway smmns, such as Liverpool and Campbelltown, and certainly at Goul-
2 Dec., 1856 b\u n, Y'nss, and Gunday

2. Waoiin T what parts of the line o you consider there would e great
dlff\culcy in obunm« timber for posts according to the specification 7 On the greater portion
of the Tine between Goulburn and Albury. There would be no. dlﬂic\\lty, in um respect,
between Sydney and Goulburn. But there would be great difficulty in the line
through some of the dense forests that exist between Goulburn and 55 le), if it were

necessary to clear the large space of ground usually stipulated for in the contract.
53. You allnde to Bargo Brush, I suppose? Yes. It would bo very expensive to cloar
twenty feet on each side al‘ the line in that dense brush.
54. £y Mr. Hay: You were talking of attaching the wire to the trees—I suppose, in that
case, it would be necessary tolop all the branches? ATl overhanging branches, and, in some
instances, to take the top of the tree off.
Do you not think that unless the branches were removed from the trees near the line,
accidents would be continually happening from thelr falling? t care should be taken
in the selection of the trees, and they should be only of certain T would mn hmo a
treo with a largo overhanging top, that would.be liablo to be St arikitie
.’hc you aware how far, i constructing the lines of telegraph in South Ammln and
u, they have thought it necessury to clear the ground on each side when the line was
il d\mu'rh forest land ? They did not appear to me to pay very particular attention to
the clearing. ~ The line has been constructed along the main road, and, therefore, one side is
comp'lmbwely clear; bt on the other side they only lopped off the branches.

. By Mv. Cowper: What lines have they crmsn'ucbcd in Victoria? One to the Heads by
Gaelrmg, and also to Ballarat, and another to Sandhurst
58. By Mr. Faucett : Having gone over this line to Albmy, have you seen a sufficient
number of suitable forest trees for making the lino? Tn many places it will bo necessary to

ut up a few posts hotween tho trees when the distance is too considerable; but there are
trecs along the whole line of Toad that might be made use of, though you could not make use
of them entively.

50 aSHTe At aten you, the forost trees would only partially assist in making the
Tine? The use of these trees would be very considerable ; posts would be the exception.
60. But still the posts would form a very lrge exception?  Very large.
ave you considered what the additional expense would be in consequence of supplying
poles wherever requisite—how much would it exceed £100 a mile? T conceivo that if you
allow the contractor the option of using the forest trecs, you will have the line constructed
for a less sum than £100 a mile.
62. 1y . Couper : Ao there any partionlar parts of tho lino whero thero are many miles
of plain on which there is no timber at all—is there any pmmu of the line where no timber:
got withont carrying it many lmlc< I could mot tell you what distance m pules

v to be conveyed, because we did not go into bt s i
made our obsorvations along. the main line of road, and inquiries at diforont. xlacc=;
and T presume, from what we were told, that on a considerable part of the line between
Goulburn and Albury the posts would require to be conveyed perhaps twenty-ive or thirty
miles. Tn some places it will be necessary o put posts entirely, becanse there are no trees
at all.

63 By Mr. Fuucett : Taking all these circumstances into consideration, tho spaces where
there are no trees, and allowing the contractor the option of using poles or trees wherever
e found the trees av: nlnble,Athe cost, in your estimation, would still be under £100 a mile?
£ wou
64. hat would include thie expense of conveying the poles to the different places whero
duzy m,gm o required ? Yes.

Jhairman s OF what size would it be necessary to have the poles? According
m the u:ml specification, they should be about six inches in diameter, and twenty-five feet
in length, seven feet being sunk in the ground.
66. By M. Hay: T suppose it is not necessary that they should be quite straight?  No, it
is not. Many of the poles A ot perfectly straight. 1t is only a question of
appearance.

7. Can you mention any part of the line where you would have to cart such timber twenty-
fivo miles? At several places our inguirics led to that conclusion, and T ventured to namo
that distance as a sort of average conception of what we might have to do along the line of
0 FomlEE T Albury. Tn some places where i ridges, timber might be
obtained olose to the Tine; ‘but there is a great deal of flat country between Albury and
Goulburn, where none of the ridges afford suitable timber. There were very few isolated
places where we could see suitabl timber.

S You might not have seen it from the road, but it does not consist with my knowledge
of the conntry that there are many places where you would have to cart it twenty-five miles?
We did not receive satisfactory information to the contrary, from a great many people of
whom W inquire

69. By M. Mucarthur: Are you aware whether, in any part of the Victorian lines, they
Liave substituted growing trees for poles? M. McGowan informed me that he had done o,
when he wished ta throw the line to  greater eloyation; hut the spccxﬁmmons are for poles
only.  He said that tho line might b mado equally cfiient by means of fo

70." By Mr. Hay : Have you taken into account the necessity of charring e Josts before
placing them in the ground ?  Yes.

1. What is the distance from post to post?  There are thirty pests to amile; that is about
sixty yards apart.

2.
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72. Do you know to-what distence on cither side the trecs are clearcd avay, in_oanyi
oo of iat Tl earsbMEEb R Fivco 6 it kA e el osliorat s it
specifications usually mention twenty- fect on either side tho line; but you must he aware
that twenty foet would be very littlo protection i o tree were to

73. Or even in a gale ef wind when branches might fall? Every branch that threatens
danger should be removed.

74. By fulling porpendieularly? Or by being blown  short distance. Twenty foot s a
yory short distanc, but tho espense would bo cxecsve i you vere o requite much more.

y Mr. Faucett: When you speak of et i, you mean merely felling the trees,
ot Ld\m[, out the stunps ? That 55 all

Would you suppose that the revenuc arising from ¢his line of Telegraph, if completed,
would be telve per cent. on the amount expended? That is an estimate made by Mr.
MGovan e Superintendent of Telegaylsin Victoris, calenating tho number of messages
it might be passed from place to place.

Hs ho caleulated from the actual result of any Telograph in Victoria? 1 presume ho
h«s I have submitted that estimate to mercantile men here, who seem to conceive the
number of messages not over estimate
7S, By the Chaman : Have you travelled along any of the lines of Blectric Telograph in
Victoria? T have travelled along the Jine from elbourne to Sandhu
79. Does that go through a timbered country ? Part of it is heavily tinbered
80 Was Mr. MGowan, or any ono elso connected with the Telegraph, in your company?
Not at that time.

81. T your conversations with persons conneeted with the Telegragh there, were you ever
told of e or accident to the line? T nover heard of any outrage having becn com-
5 heard of a tree hu,\m" ﬁllcn and broken the line to Ge l long.

82. Do you Lnow what was the of the damage, as to the delay of the communication,
and as to the cost of repairing it? Th cot of repair was insignificant, beyond sending 4
man to mend the wire.

85, T suppose there would not e more than a delay of a day or two i tho communiation ?
There could hardly

e s e
for the purpose of bringing tho two ends togethor, drawing them, and lapping thom over and
soldering them together. Tt can be done in a very short period “of: time.

85. 1f, in passing through forest comntry, the wiré were broken in_ several places, would it
not e atended with considerable delay ! & mew.plo of wiro might be run s fst - to.
or three men conld viorl

6By i Gouper s Eonapaes oF ot being epleyed g0 up and down the line—
would it not e teir s capecilly-to ride up and down to-find 6ub wliere these actidents
Tad happened?. ‘Tt should e & daty"6f.tho' police fo zopork any aceident. Tt is well known
at the offce when any accident has happened, because there is an instant stoppage of the
commrunication.

87. T thought the line-men wero emploged for that purpose? They are for something of the
kind. They patrol tho linc, and o any particular work that may be required from time
to time; but when there may be fifty miles or more between the stations some delay might
casily ocour.

88. By the Chairman: What height is the wire raised from the ground? About cighteen
foct ara Hitlo more Th pots aro tyentyiv et long, they aro sk seven fet in the
ground, and.the insulator is placed on the top of the

Then no mischievous ])clwn could disturh the lmc without some considerable trouble?
He vould have to destroy ¢
9030 i< T% ORIt okl umintentionally? No. Mhoro might bo ano
advantage in using the forest trees, that heayi ght be made use of than that
wsually Auuplod, Vid the heasior thewita Sho ator fom G cOmmmisation:

uld that add to the cost? Not materially.
9. By ihe: Ohgfrma Stomiing SaslinotT I‘lechm Telegraph o be cmsirutel o the
Murray, o what point on the Victoria side would there be & ine soon S
o i A TP AT G T v opposito A
93. To amy other points? Tt would go to Melhourne by way of the \Xcl\'or dlggmgx and
Kilmore.
94. By Dir. Hay Would th Tine go to Beechworth ? T am mot quite ertain, but I con-
clude it would.
95. By the Clum man : How many miles did you say it is from here to Albury? The
post makes it 3
96. Then ve muy ‘et down the expense of constructing this line at something like £35,0007
That would certainly cover the expense.

75 R yom Knonledas 05 #he Westorn Disiiot, whi do you ihink-wonld b tho rlaive
o O o Seeab ko Wbline 10 Bu it A i to Bathurst might b
strudted at a cheaper rate, because there are g-mmr fnmlmes for ey and a popullr
tion that could bo employed on the work. There would be great difficulty and expense i
e e hout on the Tine to Albury, wlich
ificuli e would o bSouanatienia.om the Weatowa
9. What por cont. reduction would you mako on tho e e Albury on that
accomnt? I dare say it might make a difforence of something like one-fourth—twenty-five

per cent.
99, hat s tosay,the line from Sydnoy to Bathurssconld-be consixucied for £75 a milo it
the other could ‘be constructed for £1007 T holiovo it might. There is a great deal of
timbor on the Bathurst Road that wouldbe suitable for the purpose. In fact it s better
thnbered or that puspose than the other ling of road:

240—] 100
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100. By 3, Comper; What i the distancs to Dathurst? I ghink it s 118 miles accord-
ing to the mile-stone, but e always call it 120

By the Chairman : Tt the Governmont wore to-deo d(cfon constructing a line of
Tlleotric Telegraph, would you be inclined to tender for 167 [ would

FRIDAY, 5 DECEMBER 1856. -
Present :—
Mo, IRVING, | Mr. MACARTHUR,

Dix. PARKES.

HENRY PARKES Ese., v 7aE CHAIR.

Saul Samuel, Bsquire, called in and examine

1. By the Chairnan : You have heen paying considerablo attention Jately to the subject of
constzuctng an Bleotrio Telograph botween horo and Melbourno? 1 have,
u have the kindness to state to the Committee Jﬂro\\b what time this subject hiad
S e e
quence.
3. Did any particular cireumstances attract your atfention to it in tho first instance? Yes.
e was frat suggstedto oy acfiend i asges s, [ eliers, o onlyimportr of
wire and telegraphic instruments 3 in fact he has imported them for’ the Vic overn-
ment. He applied to me and my friend Mr. Spence, to move in the matter fere, with the
endeavour to get either the merchants or the Government to take it up. In consequence T
turned my atiention to the subjeet, and endeavoured to ascertain the practicability, as well
1 the advisability, of establshing  line of Telegraph in Lln: Colony.

. What were the steps first adopted by you with that object? e st step T took was to

it @fslbonee o wocetatn thomanen o which the Tnioaa conséruclod U refan o o
modo of working it. Mr. Spenco and myself acted jointly. We placed ourselves in commu-
nication with Mr. MGowan, the Superintendent of Blectric Telegraphs in Victoria, who very
ST R T R A e S s e
the atention of the Government here to the matter, thinking it much better that they should
take it up than that it should be left to the merchants of Sydney to do so, particularly as
i Gvermmnt of Wibion s paresl o ivnoion n e st Gl gl o
siderable amount, of Rlectric Telogray)
e A
s i i Donaldson, who was at that time
Prenies, and ho cxpressed lis unxioty to ake the subject up, and though tho Covormmont
were willing to do so. 1 also communicated with Mr. Cowper afterwards, and with Captain
Toyns and other merehants of the City, and in consequence of the great desire evinced o see
a line of Tel ion, we determined upon going overland to Melbourne, to make
ourselves acquainted with the line of country, to see whether a line of Telegraph really was.
practicable, S svhothe it couldbo done s eubh ‘s prisetue 40 10l e it mmant fo
take it up.

. Was your object at this time toundertake the construction of theline as a private specula-
1 B o s T e e e e company for
the purpose, but afteryards we came to the conclusion that it would be better that the Govern-
ment shoald do it, and we thought of getting the contract for its construction from the
Governiment, aving the whole of the nstrumeis sad wires:t. our command, through oue

riends.
8. The result was that you dotermined to go overland to Melbourne, with a view of ascor-
taining for yourself the practicability of cstablishing a Tine of Telegraph? Bxact]
. Will you have tho kinduess tostte, i sulstane, your experisnce on the ine of voud to
Melbourne, and your opinion of the practicability of the work, i if constructed, its
probable cost of construction, and the probability of its being R rtainly
Dossioable, there s no doubt aboutz hat, butsT think that foatesd of adopting tho plan
pussued in Vi rying it on by a lino of posts, it might be more advisable, as being
more econom .11 10 constroct i by means of the forest trees. In somo places it will be com-
pulsory t osts in carrying it toross plains, or where the country is thinly timbered. A
B o o certainly be more economical, for in many places there would be con-
siderable difficulty in gotting posts ; they would have to be carted a cousiderable distance,
and the ground in which they would have to he placed, being in many places hard rock,
would involve great expense in sinking. — Altogether, T think, the forest trecs present great
advantages 5 it might be done more expeditionsly, and cortainly at less cost. Tho advantages
oF an Bisatvio Telegraph to Molbourne would bo, vory. greaty—ono of the greatest would be
the very specdy communication between the merchants, which would tend greatly to benefit
the commercial interests of tho country, Then, again, it would act 2 a check to crime, and
i y adopting the forest trees
estimate, which is £85 a mile

0. By M- Irving: In' speaking of the forest trees, would you understand hardwood?
OF course you must take the trees as they come. T do not see why a gum would not stand
as well as anothor You would take the top off, and fix the insulator to which the wire
is attached to the side of tho trce instead of the post.

Ve e dlacxtinn= You tont mrupomss o Bl fhe el Nos T ik oy iould
sand longer i they were not killed.

A gum troo would stand better? I think the prinoipal timber we should have would bo
. ingy bark and box. If posts were adopted, I should not think of taking gum, because the
timber would not stand, unless it were blue gum, which you could not get in that country.
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13, What wood would you gencrally got in the western countey ? L think you would g Seat Somael

ingy hark and box all the way.

ﬂ\vldmg range? 7 Twould take hox if I could get it; it is the most durable timber.
the samo_description of forest nearly all the way to Victoria? Yes. The
dl[ﬁuulby i aan straight, and therefore T would adopt the forest trecs, as
thie posts would have to be carted a considerable distance, though it would not be q\mc such.
an elogant construction s if tho posts were all symmetrically arranged in a perfect lin
16, By the Chairman : There are no peculiar impediments in the way of the S
Eline iy None \vlmte\'er The only difficulty would be one which happens in
very country where tho line thmu[!h forests, the oceasional interruption of the
communication from trees falling ac
ikoniino toustiieationitie Llu\nng of the line for a short distance on each
side of the wire? The road would form a clearance on one side, and on the other side any
Dranches that presented immediate danger should be cut down. But in many places it would
De utterly impossible to clear the whole of the trecs ab any distance from the linc. T would
mention the country near Bargo, which is a dense stringy bark forest, rmmng close up to
the 101J . nor indeed do I look upon it as necessary ; in Victoria they do not do
-y density of the growth would be a protection against serious mccldcnl would it
noi? Toa it extent. There cortainly is no great impediment to the line. This would
be a difiiculty, but it is one that prevails in every other country where the wire is carried
through fmc»l country. In Ame\"xm, in 1853, they had 30,000 miles of Electric Telegraph,
and that all carried through fores
19. From your cxaminations e inquiries, o arcof opinion that a line could be constructed:
from here to Albury at a rate under £100 a mile? I think you might safely calculate that
it could be constructed at £100 a mile, aud Af the forest trees are used instead of posts, under
that sum.
20. You have been a mumber of years connected with trade in Sydney? T have.
. And also more or less with the trade of the other Colonic es.
27 Have you any intimate relations with the trade of Melbourne ? extent.
28, Do you think, from your knowledge of the amount o(' mercantile communication, tlmﬁ a
line of Telegraph hotween hero and Melbourne would pay its expenses r. McGowan has
farnished you, £ think, with an estimate of the pmba,blc et \\or}ung it, and the pmlmblc
revenue, and I have been Jooking at that, and I do not think it has been over-cstimated.

will go into the detail of his estimate if you will allow me. He says there will be about 50
mossagees each way daily between Sydney and Melbourne ; now I domot think that is at all
over-estimated, taking into consideration the
ol of the pYG 7= Tha 1o exeltsive of the press; that s not caloulated at
all; but taking that into consideration, for n would perhaps make up for any defieiency in
the pm\umcd amount of mercantile messages, I do not think the number is over-estimated.
He reckons 20 messages from Melbourne to Beechworth, and I certainly think between those
two places they would far exceed that number, 20 from Beechworth to Melboume is
moderate calculation ; but 20 from Sydney to Beechworth I think s too much, though the
amount is insignificant, and might very well be put ont of the caleulation. I do not think,
taking this estimate as a w] lc that Mr. McGowan has over-estimated the number of mes-
sages d'uly On the contrary, T think he is rather underthan over the mark. - If we were.
hereafter to reduce the charges he sets down here, (these would do to start with,) perhaps the
same thing would oceur us in America, namely, that tho desire to communicato in this way
would increase, and consequently the profits would increase also. There is one suggestion
would throw out to the Committee and to the Government, which I think is important.  In
2 communication T had with Mr. McGowan I put it to him whether it would not be possible
for him to take the superintendence of the whole of the line between Melbourne and bynlnc)‘
which idea he fell into. Tt occurred to me that it would be desirable, because it would lessén
the expense to the two Goveruments, which, perhaps, is the least of its advantages, and
because thiere would then be an uniform system of communication. You would have the
same c\'phcl which indeed would be inevitable, and you would also be able to procure com-
petent men t work the instruments, whom e would furnish, he having instructed a number
of)oung men under his own eye. You would also have the advantage of his great expori-
ence, and altogothor T thinlk it would be tho best arrangement that ol bolontesIRRED D

ive him the management of both lines in the two Colonies.

25. If Telegrap phic_communication were established through Victoria, with Van Diemen’s
Land and South Australia, would not the number of messages along our line be greatly
increased in consoquence? No doubt of it. Of course you are avare that the South
Australian Government are now moving actively in the matter. They have their line sur-
Tl e e kS nlend ot [elugesphil o Sou Al e
in Victoria, (indeed he ‘most of our communications with Mr. McGowan,)
Tas i orted upon the pmehc’nbxhly of it, and the Government intend taking it up imme-
diate
26. Luohmg at the question of constructing this line of Eleotric Telegraph with the ultimate
view that it will, within a very short distance of fime_comparatively, connect us with
Adchxdc, La\mcciwn, and Hobart Town, as well as with Melbourne, can there be a doubt

s to the ce numty of its very soon repaying the cost of its construction, us well as the
workin, s, by tho incrossed trafio along 147 Nt in my mind. T am partetly
M speedily retum the cost of it constructios

27. And of course it will \'cl‘y m\leh facilita (Lll mexmme operations with Victoria,

South Austnlm, and Tasmania ? 0 oubt it.

28. On the other hand, when ehc ochcr Colonies have constructed lines of Telegraph, we,

Teing left out, should be ata great disadvantage? We should; more particularly as the
= Murray

14. What T mean by the weste country is the country avay from the sea-coast heyond the —r—,
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Masray s now being naviguiod, and the Adolido_poople havo the adsantag o sending
supplies by water, whereas we have to send them over ba 5, \mb considerable difficuls
29, After’ the cons ration you havo bestowed o the s d your exje wa
ercantile man, are you that it is a work of urgent. nm;sn, for the Colony ? T
ey immediately. The Government of Victoria would be
quite ready to meet us on their side, for on our trip overlnd we met the Surveyor on- th
Victoriu side close to the river, he having just marked out the line for the Electrio Telegraph
from Melhourne to Albury. Tt was originally intended to construct the line from Sandhurst
o BT, bttty Wiy ennie L 0% iy 1 it Feoes Mlboteas 1. tho Vi
toria side of the Murra,
80- You havo resiled o some years in tho Western Disiic st o mear Batlhurst? Yes, T
have resided in the Wellington and Bathurst country a great munber of
81, Tou aro well acquaints with $hat distrior und the intermediate Alstsiots?
82, Do you think it would be a desirable thing to conneot Bathurst with S dncy by an.
Tlectric Telograph ? T think it would bo most desirable, more particularly as I believe we
Bave vash gold feldo there which will b thickly populated before many years are over. It is
5 Very Impoeton el o 5 e ading rariil SV ot b o ikl
populated: _ T beliovo.a linoaf Blsotrio Telograpli fo Bathursk wonldiach aaly ey, hub could
be constructed at much less cost than to the southward.
83, It has been stated by M. Spence, in his evidence before this Committee, that on account
of the greater degreo i whioh th Tin of road to Bathurst i stdlod,labor could b obsined
asily, and thercfore the line could be constructed at considerably less expen

Biink 1% Gonld e comstivotad ot Tsmy BAV.E Mot e
ticularly i the forest.trees are adopted ; but if posts are adopted it would be an expcnswe
line, because the counts all rock over the mountains. There would be a less distance to
it B msosialthen Vhero Honld B0 from hareto Albury, and altogether the advnntages
for construction arc greater to the westward. I believe the line would pay very well ;
fact, the sum it would cost would-be sosmall, that a very small ot would repay the ouﬂay
31. Ts there auy other point to which you think it would be advi
Telegraph ? T think after a line is constructed to any yuuc\lhl _point a_desire would
prevail in every portion of the conntry to have it, and I believe the price at which it could
be constructed is so moderate, and the advantage to he derived so great, that lines to all parts
of the country would speedily be taken u o, T do not sce why they should not be- taken uj
y private enterprise, in the same way as in America, where there are rival Telegraph. Con-
pmlcs, but for my own part, T would FoAbiih: by ity Aond ke & up than any
pE

mpany.
i your knowledge that a contract for the construction of a line of Electric
Telegraph could he at once entered into? Yo may say that Mr. Spence and mysclf
would be propared to contract for its construction.
36. lexs were invited you would be prepared to send in 2 tender? We xlm\dd
37, There would be no difficulty in ellmg prope posans fo superintend the
Telegraph when once constructed ? s[ ink there would be the a]lghtt‘ﬁt dnﬂ‘m\my
We put that q\lcshan T e pomml ont to us that he was opening fresh
hm, and had young men perfectly competent, whom he had taught himself.
. What mxmuncnt has been used in Melbourne ? Mcxsc s Recording Instrument. It is
\cry nmpl(\ and the use of it is easily learnt. It is the one with which only one wire is
required for communicating with'a great number of places.
%0 Isit lhe same class of instruments that are now cbtainable, as you have mentioned, in
mw a ?
By Mv. Macartlur : Are you aware whether any steps have been taken towards carrying
o lmc A Tlagraph From MeThantne %o Tanciiui -l any surveys have been made, or
any measures taken to determine upon the line? T may mention that the line Detween
Hobart Town and Launceston and George’s Town is now in course of construction ; and when
I was in Victoria Mr. Champ, the Colonial Secretary of Tasmania, was there, and T was
informed, this was one of the subjects that he was treating with the Government about. As
far as the two Governments are concerned, T believe it is settled that there shall be a line
of mmm\lmcamm from Queenscliffe in Victoria, to King’s Island, and then across the island
to u-e st T of Van Diemen’s Land.
41, Will any g ent of sub-marine Telegraph be required?  Sixty miles, T think, to
ing’s I~hnd, :md ahom the same to Cape Grim. I have noticed that the Acting Governor,
in his specch to the L:mshumc Tefers to that ; he mentioned that it is the intention of the
Government to construct lines of Telegraph to the hordors of Victoria, and to place themselves
in communication with the Govemmems of the other Colonies, with a view to connecting
them with Melbourne by means of the Electric Tclcgmpl\ Mr. MGowan mentioned to us,
in the last interview we had with him, that in this month or next, they intended to adver-
‘tise for tenders for the construction of the lines both to this frontier and the Adelaide frontier
and that the Government intended doing that, and taking the chance of getting the money
Toiol, they were o confident that tho amount would bo voted by the Legisliure,
42. Tsuppose they havenot the materials at present for a sub-marine Telegraph? No, but
they have been sent for; the gentleman to whom I referred before, has sent for them, and
lle supplies the Government with them. In fact, he has undertaken the construction of the
Jine in Van Diemen’s Land. He has taken it at a moderate price, his anxiety, being a large
importer of the material, is to get Telcg'\p\ls goncnally adopicd. Tho countyin Tosmania
presents great, advantages for the construction of a line ; they have a beautiful rond across
the island, and fine timber ; in fact, they can fall one trco of sixty or seventy foet in length
and get three posts out of it, which presents: great facilities ; whilst on our side, we have
great difficulty, in most places, in getting the proper deseription of timber. I have not met
‘with any authority upon the subject, but I have heard from Mr. MWGowan thst in Cnnad;
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:md Lhc United States great lengths of Electric Telegraph are constructed upon the forest saun sqm.m

5530 MeGoman states tho T (T R St T e

Fontss T supposo you have searcely had an opportunity of forming an opinion on that point? 5 Deo., 1856,
& would entirely depend on circumstanc would occasionally be casualtics

lnppc\nng T think tho plico might s in kooping tho B e

arrangenient wight he'made it the publicans along tho line-of road; thers is s publi

house about every ton miles, and St o e very casy for them to undertake it; they bave

generally a sparé man about the place, aud it would only il tho ncessty’ of sending

him now and then cach way along the fine. The wire
4. Tt s probablo that i estimato bas becn forme fron Hotimans esparienco in
here. Thore is

Vistoria?, Yes. Lthink tho cxponse of roaies
o it i thab stimato i | think vy igh, offices. In Sydncy
2,000 would build offices suffcient for the Uity alone. O course offices would be required
e every place where there js a station, and there should be a sleeping apartment for the
man in chargo and a messenger ; and it would bo nocessary that thero should alvays ho a
man o0 duty, even during tho night.
- Building is by no means 50 expensive n (s Oolony as it is in Vitoria? No b
b ROt s o i o i A L LT
o might zent rooms in the Bchango, which would be a very proper
place. I think £250 a year would ront suitablo offices, for_a small house anywhere in the
centre of the City would do. AlL the clerks need not reside in_the place—only tho chick
lork, and alvays one clork 1o attend to the communication. T dhink it would o thost
oxcellont arrangement, 3f it could be carri

ied out, as T before suggested, to give Mr. McGowan.
{5 expecinionrience of 1 iole e s o walsrsniaithe e e e
nish you with competent men, who might be prepared in the it e

That of course is a matter for the consideration of the two Governments; but it would be
aents and.

most desirable to liave an uniform system of communication, with the samo instrus
the same mode of insulation.

46. Wherever a raily
should follow ic? way
immediate a R o
diate notico could be given at the various stations, s as to provont accident.

47. By the Clairnan: Havo you csaminod the nsultors used o tho line in Victoria? T

487 0F what kind aro they 2. Morely of snthenmars, n the top of & wanden peg, which i

propare with » composition 9 s {9 mako a non-conduct

49. Aro they quite effec i e T

shall have to adopt a shghlly Aifirtatiniodb e Ui amators Fhey o RlodEAton e

tops of the post, but must bo attached to the sides of the trecs.

5. 1 tl.\onght fhey woro genorlly attahed o tho o of tho postsyad protected by a sl
mo fow are, but not gonerally ; they are usually ou tho tops of the

pase« oot e aealt s capital non-conditor that it is generally adopted for insulators.

Arthur E. Dodwell, Esq., called in and examined. A.EDodwell,
1. By the Chgirman: How long have you beon in this Colony ? - About nine months. Esq.
2. You came here from England?
3. In England you werc employed in connexion with ﬂ\c Bleo
4. This Commiitee has been appointed by the Legislati
subject of the Bleetric Teleg nl»lx generally; and they S would state,
for their information, where you were cmployed, and how long you were employed in
connexion with the Tclo"nph m England ? T entered the service “of the Electric Telegraph
(/ompm\y, as nearly as T can recollect, in the middle of 1847; that wasat the commence-
ment of_the Blectgio Telegraph Company’s operations. In the fist instance I was engiged
in the Fngincor’s Depariment, and there, of cowrse, lind an opportunity of becoming
acquainted with the uses of the instruments, as well as the construction of the lines. 1
subsequently came to Adelaide and Port Phillip, and, after a short stay, returned to England
and re-entered the service; going to Birmingham after a short time, as bManager of the
Station there, and also of the Mull;md District.
How long did you remain in the capacity of Manager of the Birmingham Station?
About fourteen montls
6. What instraments were used in connexion with the Elcotric Telegraph Company’s lines?
The double needle Telegraph ; Cook and Wheatstone's Patont; principally.
7. Can you inform the Committee what is the extent of the Tclerrnph\e communication in
England—the number of miles? I really cannot at the present moment say cxactly; it
wm\ld mvo]vc a reference to Bradshaw's Guide ; any one could sce it there.
could nof, from your own private. information, give any statistics {0 the (zommmu:,
oot Telegraphic communication in England, in point of distance, an
point of business done? It would be impossible for me to give any answer of any s
the pi nt.
9. You said you had been at Port Phillip ?
10. Was the line of Telegraph between (xcclon-v :md Melbourne in operation then ? Nothing
was t.hough(: of it then.
11. In what year was this? Tn 1851
12 Has your atfention been directed fo_the :uh;eck of uniting the different parts of these
Colonies by electric communication? Yes
240—C 13.

Tolegraph? Yes.
ssembly to mqum into the
i
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siney and Melbourne, for instance—has that engagel yous atantion?
e, Llave thought of i, seng thut tho subject has reccived soae consides
. ‘Have you formed any conclusions in your o

1 mind as to what would be thc be:
ishing a line bebween here and Melbourne?  With regard to the route, I think the

tter pl o \-'oull be to make use of the Railway Survey, and et the line be lnid so that it
could be Followed by the railway, on its heing extended. I think the princi
should lm\'" the facilities afforded by the 'Jdnwmph, for police purposes, as well as for
gencral maters of b
T5. Does: your practical kuowledge of the working of the Telegraph in England enable you
to give any estimate that wouhl bc at all valuable, as o the cm~(ructnon of a line between:
here and Melbourne? [ I oughly estimated the cost of a line from here to Albury,.
iRl e R G i ey i
o be about £30,000.
16. Did you give the matter much consideration in forming this estimate? Tdid. The
first thing T calculated was the probable cost of the conveyance of stoves; and for that
purpose I made inquiry as to the cost of carriage, and als with regard to the kind of
country through which the line would have to pass; because it is a well known fact, that a
great part of this line is destitute of the quality of timber that could be ust
poles, and these would have to he drawn from a distance and set up. T have therefore, with
Tegard to this point, taken into consideration the cost of labor and carriage. The cost of
insulators, to be purchased in Ln«nnd and instruments also—either Cook and Wheatstone's
or Morse’s, would be about £9 e: 'hen there is the cost of stations, setting up d
and so on. T have taken some l\tf,le trouble to put it together, and I think that £
for 315 miles will not be far wron,
17. In your caleulations, did you cnnlcmplnte using forest trees instead of posts, to any
extent? No, the erection of posts in every case.
15, Tave you lad any suggestions made oou B0 the desirability of ma
lwcs \\ ailable as they stand , I have heard it suggested.

Do you see objections st s m'\n‘; obje ctions o it.

zo Wil you have the kindness to state those objections? In the first place, many trees
will fall without the slightest notice; young trecs frequently fall in the bush because mL
Toots liave ot a solid hold of the ground; old trees ave objectionable to fix anything to, and
it tlunk it would be no saving whateyer. I should be disinclined, in fact, to make use of U\c
old trees.
21. You think there yould be greater liability to accident from trees falling? T think the
h\l]mn of the trees would be one objection. Tt suggested itself to me that there was no
for any scheme of that kind, and that it had its disadvantages.
"’ H was thought it would be economical to make the live trees available where they present
themselves? Experience would be the best guide in such a matter; but T think, unless it
has been done at present, very little value could be attached to the suggestion
23. Tt has been given iu evidence that it has been done to some
any great extent, a any saving has been cffected, it may
T had not lieard that such has been the case, and therefore I dismi
mind.
24 T your caloulation did you go upon the basis of unpmcmg
England ? - With regard to insulators and instruments, y
25. You had no information hefore you at the time that bhcrc was suﬂ‘cxcnc material —wire,
instruments, and insulators—in Victoria for the purpose? I have not heard i
26. The instrument now heing used in Vlcmna is the one kuown as Morse’s Recording
Instrument? Ves.

7. Do you think that is as good for tho purpose as any other? Undoubtedly it is a good
instrument—it has been used for years; hut the Blectric Telograph Company did not use it.
The instrament is a very zood one. I think it might be worked very well indeed here; bu
T consider defective m\ul lation and obstructions are more seriously felt in its use than in the
use of the Double Needle Telegraph. It is more liable to dcfcl.t :md obstruction.
28. Will you have the kindness to state what is the difference in the mode of insulation
Detween Morses instrument and the one to which you have referred? The insulation must

e the same. When I say greater care must be taken, T mean that obstruction in the case of
Morse’s Telegraph would e of more consequence than any contact where the Needlo
Melegraph was used.  With Morse's instrument you receive the message by means of signs,
(dots and strokes on paper), and with the Needlo Telegraph by the movement of the necdles.
You are more easily able, in the event of any contact between two wires, or any obstruction
from atmospheric influence, or anything of “that kind, to make out what the clerk has sent:
you from the needle instrument than from the printing instrament, because the signs would
be running into each other in such an absurd manner that you could make nothing of them.
Tn the event of contact, when the double needle instrument is used, you could disconnect.
one wire, and work a single needle.

29. I there any material difference in the cost? The cost is about the same.
30. Is the cost of superintendence the same? The cost of superintendeucs i any case
would be the same.

1. You have some acquaintance now with the community of Sydney :md the Colony
generally—do you think an Eleetric Telegraph between Sydney and Melbourne would o
remunerative, according to your experience of the business done, in comparison with the
dense population and great traffic of England? Simply between Melbourne and Sydnoy it
would not be of such very great valuo, but when it connects this Colony with other Colonie
T think it will be found greatly conducive to commercial convenience.

2. You are aware that steps have been taken to connect Victoria with South Australia and
Tasmania, by means of the Blectric Telegraph? T am.

ing tho forest

.:

extent in Victoria? If to
h consideration; bub
sed the matter from my

11 the material direct from

33.
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ion- that if this prop(‘sal be carried out, and New South Wales be
tem, we should be at great disadvantage—in fact, that it would be
'y, if these other Colonies were connected, that we should be included in that
it would be greatly to be deplored if New South Wales should be cut off 5
that would arise fron hic communication. The other Colonies
and commercial ; and it would bo an
s £ heother Colonies were o outs 1 in this respe c
34, What I meant more particularly was this— -y mex
the transactions of business Tetween the mercantile men of the wspecbnc cammunmcs of
these four Uolonies, we should be placed at o disadvantage which nothing could compensate,
if we had not the same means of communication as they would have, if any system of this
inated? I think so, decidedly.
85. The fair competition of trade would be ;c\mus‘y interfered with? I think it would be,
detrimentally to this Colony.
36. By acarthur: Supposing all the other principal cities of Australia to o in
i by means of the Ilectric Telegrapli, and Sydney to be shut out from that
means of communication, would it not exclude her from being the commercial emporium of
this part of the world? T think so, certainly; but the experience I have of the Blectric
ele n\ph \rﬂu 1 not enable me to give such an answer as a Colonial merchant would be able
d be better acquainted with the nature and estent of the trade between
blus 'm(l Ll\c other Colonies, and he would be able to form some idea of the probable conse-
quenees of our communicaticn being so much more protracted than that of the other
Colonies, and whether the amount of business would not conscquently suffer, while in the
other Colonies it would be likely to increase.
387. By the Chairman : Would you state to the Committee what was the character of the
greater number of messages sent by the line of Blectric Telegraph, on which you were engaged,
between Birminghan and London, Manchester, Liverpool, York, and the oter places with
which it was in con ctween Birmingham and London the messages were of o
varied character ; they related to the Stock Exchange business 'md to nnnufactuxes, there
wore & great number of private messages and police messages; but the market Teports
formed the principal messages that passed between Birmingham and the other principal cities
aud towns.
38, Were the messages customarily of a social or mercantile character? By far the greater
proportion were mercantile.
39. I suppose there was a fluctuation in the number of social messages? Yes.
40. And a still greater fluctuation in the police messages? They certainly varied in number
at times. Tho polico messgos woro cxocedingly froquent. _ Birminghem, fmm its contral
position, is iablo to liavo messages pass through it from, and to, every the country.
The number of police messages varies greatly with the stafe of the sw oundmn distri
fo ricts are disturbed police messages are very frequent. Races also
generally increased the it police messages; and there were at such times a great
number of sporting messages sent by the Tolegraph.
41, By M. Macarthur : The Telegraph was used, I suppose, for communications of publio
interest genc)al]y Al the public news used to come by it from the Stock Exchanges and
the Corn Markets ; also extracts from the London morning papers, and anything interesting
in the second and third editions; then there were oommumeahons from the continent by the
Sub-marine Telograph ; all used to come down to Birmingham as the recoiving point, to
be transmitted to other places—Chester, Manchester, Warwick, and many other places.
42. By the Chairman: You do not know anything about the mode of construction and
management of the Blectric Telegraph in the States? No, I do not, excepting as to
some portions of their apparatus. seen np.,umcu: of glass insulators, and so forth,
but that was some years ago; they may be different n
43, Did you come out to the Colony with any view of benw in any way connected with lines
of Blectric Telegraph here?  No, I had no idea of it.
41 lom estimate, I find, is about £95 a mile for the Tine from here to Albury?  About

45 i you any farther information which would be valuable to the Committec, or any
other suggestions to make with reference to the mode of construction or management of lines
of Bletrie Telograph i this Colony ?._ X shouldrécommend, i thefst place U the
it should be appointed by the Govemmcm, and that the contract ho carried out
ision of that officer, 80 as to afford the Government a collateral guarantee
Tor the proper TeHoRRRSI R B o T ity on st 15 of st Tmpostans
and I think that the Superintendents of the Telegraphs in the vorious Colonics should mect
y) for the purpose of disoussing all poinis that e e
i et I R 1 e i andm oy T e wishna o i evsion 38
rogards cconomy and simplicity. A competent and vigilant superintendence, supported. b
a very stringent Act, would, I think, be ample protection :Ag'unst wilful injury to the line.
Each Government kanmncnc using the Telegraph might be charged annually with a fixed
sum, in consequence of which all messages on public service might be sent at any time when
duly signed by authorized persons. A reduced tariff should exist for press messages. It
apgess o . that meny Eublcts, both cngmeermg and commercal, connocted wits the
have not_been alluded to in the:
e lutely pnblnshed T, therefore, beg to state,
in conclusion, that in the event of Telegraphic communication betwecn this and the other
Colonies heing decided upon, I shall be happy to afford my best assistance.

WEDNESDAY,

Al

=
5 Dec,, 1836
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